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2 Horns sound; Jesus and some disciples appear on the stage and make their way of stage to fountain.
Peter :
Lord, these people have gathered because they are curious as to who you are and why we follow you. Will you share some words with us.

Jesus:  
The kingdom of God is like a tiny mustard seed -  if you will water it, even with your tears , it will grow and grow. You must be salt and light to the world. Blessed are the poor…

John :  
You talking to me mate cos I’ve just had all my benefits cut; all my income reduced but my outgoings are going through the roof. And talking about the roof they slapped me with the bedroom tax.

Jesus : 
Blessed are the poor in spirit, the Kingdom of heaven will be theirs. Blessed are those who are hungry and thirst for righteousness.

James : 
What about just plain hungry ? I live in a tent and I ain’t had a decent meal in weeks. What can you offer me? 

Jesus : 
Blessed are those whose hearts are pure; they shall see God. Blessed are those who are persecuted in the cause of right.

Rebecca : 
Well that’s definitely me – it feels like ‘I’m persecuted wherever I go because of my headscarf -you know how that feels do you ? 

Jesus : 
Blessed are the peacemakers for they shall all be called God’s children. Blessed are those who show mercy……

Heckler 4: 
What about me, Jesus – I’m a refugee and there’s been precious little mercy shown to me  - wherever I’ve been doors have been slammed in my face. You’re only interested in rich people, people with their own houses, successful people.

Jesus :
Healthy people don’t need a doctor – sick people do. I have come to call not those who think they are righteous, but those who know they are sinners and need to repent. Blessed are those who show mercy for they shall have mercy shown to them. Blessed are the sorrowful, they shall be comforted. Blessed are the gentle as they will inherit the earth.

Magdalene : 
Gentle ? Who wants to be gentle in this “dog eat dog” world ? Do you notice any lawyers or politicians being gentle ? Where does gentle get you ? You gotta sell, sell, sell; sell yourself, sell your property, sell your body.

Jesus:

I tell you; the gentle will inherit the earth. Come to me all who are weary and carry heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. Let me guide you, let me teach you, because I am humble and gentle at heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my way is easy to follow and the burden I give you is light. 
Jesus and the disciples leave the stage
The choir sings One Love – David Guetta members of the cast appear from both sides of the stage waving palm fronds.
Scene 1 – Last Supper

 Two disciples speak from 1st level set out for Last Supper. 
Andrew :
Welcome Lord, it was just as you told us. We found the man with a jug of water and his master has prepared a room for us above. Come all is prepared.
As they sit Jesus prepares to wash their feet

Andrew :

What are you going to do?

Peter :


Rabbi, are you going to wash my feet?

Jesus :


You don’t understand what I am doing, but you will understand later.

Peter :


Never, never at anytime will you wash my feet.

Jesus :
You call me Master and Teacher. But the Master is no greater than the slave, and the messenger is no greater than whoever sends him. I am among you like a servant. Follow me and do to one another as I have done to you.
They all pass the bowl and joyfully wash each others feet.

Jesus : 
I have looked forward to sharing this meal with you for so long, let us celebrate on this Passover eve.
Peter :

Praise be to you, our God, who blessed the people of Israel.

John :

Why is this night different from other nights?
Peter :
This is the night when the Lord led Israel out of Egypt with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm.

Judas :
He guided his people through the desert and gave the land as an inheritance to Israel, his servant.

James :


This is the day the Lord has made.

Jesus :

Our Father in the heavens, your name be holy, your Kingdom come.

Philip :

on earth your will be done, as it is in heaven

Thaddeus :

Give us this day the bread we need.

Simon the Zealot :
Forgive us our sin, as we forgive those who have sinned against us.

Bart :

Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.

Jesus :
Our fathers ate manna in the desert and died. I am the living bread. Whoever comes to me will never hunger, and whoever believes in me will never again thirst. I am the bread of life.



Take. Eat. This bread is my body that I shall give for the life of the world.

Praise be to you our God who creates the fruit of the vine. From the bodies of those who believe in me there will flow streams of living water.
Drink! My blood of the covenant, which will be shed for the forgiveness of sin. No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for others.

John : 


Is this to be your last meal, Master?
Jesus :
My hour has come. I must die. One of you eating with me tonight will betray me.

Andrew :

Betray you? Never!
Matthew :

Not me, you can’t mean me.

Thomas :
We have been through so much together! I doubt anyone of us would ever hurt you.

Jesus :
I tell you the truth, as the scriptures foretold the Son of Man must die, but however much I suffer it will be nothing to the sorrow of he who betrays me.
Philip :

Rabbi, is it me? I would sink into the earth in shame if it were me.

Thaddeus :

Is it me?  All say either “It can’t be me” or “It’s not me is it?”
Judas :

Is it me, Rabbi?

John :

Who is it?

Judas :

Is it me, Rabbi?

Jesus :

Friend, whatever you want to do, do it soon.

Judas leaves with one or two  trying to stop him.

Jesus :
It would have been better for him if he had never been born. My children I will not be with you much longer. You will look for me but you cannot go where I am going. (pause) And now I give you a new commandment; love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. If you have love for one another, then everyone will know you are my disciples. Come I wish to pray on the Mount of Olives, will you come with me?

Choir sings   African Sanctus

Scene 2 – Judas agreeing to betray Jesus
Caiaphas : 
As long as this Jesus  is alive there will be no peace in Israel, no quiet hour for us.

Ezekiel :
He comes to the temple every day. Why is it a problem? Let us have him arrested there.

Caiaphas :
To arrest him now, in the days of the festival, is too dangerous. We cannot dare arrest him in public – in the temple or in the open streets – he is surrounded by enthusiastic followers wherever he goes.

Ezekiel :

Are we planning to sit still until the festival is over?

Annas :

It must happen now.

Nathaniel :

It is far too important to delay. We must act now.

Caiaphas :
We cannot take him in public. We must try to take him prisoner, silently with cunning.

Annas :

What ? Track the fox to his den?  Surely we can’t find people to do that?

Judas :

Let me through.

Dathan :
Who do you think you are? You are not known here, this is a private gathering.

Judas :

Let me through I say.

Caiaphas :

Who are you? What do you want?

Judas :

I have heard you are looking for Jesus of Nazareth? 

Dathan :
What if we are, what business is it of yours?  Do you know him perhaps? Can you help? 

Judas :

Yes.

Nathaniel :
Yes. I have seen him often with him. Are you one of his followers, one of his disciples perhaps?

Caiaphas :

What is your name?

Judas :

My name is Judas Iscariot, and yes, I am one of the Nazarene’s disciples.

Annas :

Seize him !

Caiaphas :
Wait! Let him through. What do you want from us? Why are you here?

Judas :

Why are you looking for Jesus of Nazareth – what do you want from him?

Caiaphas :
Judas, he speaks harsh words against us and doesn’t heed the advice given him by the elders. We just want to know why?

Judas :

I heard the priests in the courtyards. They said you want to kill him.

Caiaphas :
Who speaks such nonsense? Is it not written: You shall not seek vengeance, nor bear any anger against the children of your people? We are just interested in him. What is it about him? Why are you a disciple?

Judas :

I followed him in order to reach a just life.

Caiaphas :
Judas, I see displeasure in your face. Has he not brought you to this “just life”?

Judas : 
The displeasure you see is only against myself. Recently I have been tortured by disquieting thoughts ...

Caiaphas :

What kind of thoughts? Tell us. Explain. 

Judas :

My friendship with him has grown cold.

Caiaphas :
How did this happen? A mere few hours ago, you went with him through the streets of Jerusalem, and were amongst those who proclaimed him King. Who is this Jesus?

Judas :

He – no. Forget I brought it up. 

Caiaphas :

Tell me what it is you want to confide in us.

Judas :
I  - I worshipped him. In his eyes shines a great light. All our hopes were centred on him. Every day, every night I told myself: He will be great and the Lord will give him the throne of his father David, and he will be King over the house of Jacob for all eternity and his rule will have no end. But now ....

Caiaphas :

You have doubts?

Judas :
I knew when I first saw him that there was a power within him. I was attracted to the strength I sensed. I know others saw the humility, the love that just poured from him, but it was his words that inspired me! He talked of his father’s kingdom and how he will reign over all the earth, bringing peace and everything we have been promised since Abraham and Moses. I believed we would send those Romans packing, licking their wounds and running scared back to Rome! We, Gods chosen people would again be masters of our own destiny! I want the warrior King I know he can be, not Jesus the humble King, a King who only fights with Love and Peace and Truth! I expected a King of choice and free will who reflected power and authority, who was born into wealth and renown, a King whom wore a crown to be envied by all. I wanted a King who dined with statesmen, who was friends with the rich, the educated, the famous and powerful.
I wanted a King…….. but I’ve got a prince of peace

I wanted a King…….. but all I’ve got is a man who wants to save others.

Annas :
Your thoughts frighten me, they are dangerous. Take care that no one hears you saying these things and reports them to the Romans. 

Caiaphas :  
Look don’t worry, like you I think highly of your rabbi. I long to speak with him and it is for this reason only that I am searching for him. It is just like a shepherd searching for a lost sheep of his flock. You know where he goes of an evening, would you be prepared to show us this place. In the silence and seclusion of the night we will visit with him and invite him to come and speak with us. No one will know of it.

Annas :
Judas, if we all work together we can help you, to help this Jesus fulfil his destiny. 

Judas :

I am ready. I will await your people at nightfall at Gethsemane.

Caiaphas :
Nathaniel and Dathan will accompany you. It seems advisable that a few men of the temple guard attend as well. We stand in your debt.

Judas :

No, High Priest, you owe me nothing.

Caiaphas :

Here, take thirty pieces of silver – an appropriate reward.

Choir sings   You Do Something To Me     Paul Weller
Scene 3 
Garden of Gethsemane

Jesus :
Please friends, sit here while we pray. The sorrow in my heart is so great that it almost crushes me.

Peter :


So you’re going to go through with it.

Jesus :
The world must recognise that I love the Father and that I do what the Father has commissioned me to do.

John :
Has the time come then when you will be delivered into your enemies hands. They will kill you.

Thomas :

He who raises the dead will never die.

James :

What can your enemies do to you? One word from you will crush them all.

Andrew :

The Father will protect you and preserve your life.

Jesus :
(is silent )

John :

Remain with us Rabbi!

Jesus :
My soul is troubled, What shall I say “Father save me from this hour” I came into this world for the sake of this hour. I must fulfil what has been written.

Philip :

I have never seen him so down, so depressed.

Peter :

Rabbi, where you go, I go as well.

Jesus :
Where I am going, you cannot come too. But later you will follow me there.  Tonight all of you will desert me. The Lord will strike the shepherd and the sheep will scatter.

Peter :

No! Even if all the others run away and desert you I never will.

Jesus :
Peter, Peter.  Before the cock crows three times tomorrow morning you will deny even knowing me.

Peter :

Rubbish. Even if it means dying with you, I will never desert you.

Jesus :
It is written that you will be sifted like wheat. I have prayed that your faith will never cease. Give strength to your brothers.  Peter, James and John come stay awake with me to support me and keep watch. 

They move away from the others. Jesus going a little further still.

Jesus :
Father,  Everything is possible for you, please remove this cup of suffering from me. But Father, I always have done and always will do what you want. 
Jesus goes back to Peter, James and John and finds them asleep.

Jesus :
Are you sleeping and resting? Look. The hour has come that the Son of Man is given over to the power of sinful men.

A crowd arrives with palace guards and with Judas at its head. 
Choir sings Chorus part of Think Twice – Celine Dion
Judas goes over to Jesus.

Judas :

Peace be with you Teacher. 
Jesus :

Be quick about it friend.

Judas kisses Jesus and then he guards try to take Jesus. Some of the disciples draw swords. Action !!!

Jesus :
Put your swords away. All who take up the sword will die by the sword. Did you have to come with swords and clubs to arrest me as though I was an outlaw or terrorist? Every day, I have sat and taught in the Temple. Why didn’t you arrest me then? Do you not see, it is to make true what the prophets wrote in the Scriptures?

Dathan :

Stop this heresy. Take him away. Your day is done, Teacher!!
Palace guards and Pharisees take Jesus away. Disciples disperse during this.
Choir continues     ink Twice – Celine Dion

Scene 4 
House of Caiaphas  – Interwoven with Peter’s denial
Annas :
You’ve been brought before this court because of certain accusations made against you.  What do you have to say?

Jesus : 
How can I say anything?  I don’t know why I am here.  What are the accusations?

Caiaphas : 

The people say you have been blaspheming.

Jesus : 


Have you ever heard me blaspheme? 

Caiaphas : 

That is not the point.  

Jesus : 
You know I have always spoken openly. I have always taught in synagogues or at the temple, where all Jews come together. I said nothing in secret. If you have something against me bring some witnesses!

Dathan steps forward and strikes Jesus on the face.

Dathan : 

(furious) How dare you speak to the High Priest like that!

Jesus :
If I’m lying, then bring evidence against me. But if I’m telling the truth, then why hit me? 

A servant girl SL stands up having recognised Peter. She walks around Peter checking him out! 

Leah : 
Hey! You were with that Jesus the other day, I saw you! You were standing right next to him in the temple, I’m sure. 

Peter pulls his shawl tighter over his head and tries to move away from her

Peter : 
In the temple? I don’t think so. I don’t know what you’re talking about. I’ve never seen him before!     First Cock crow
Esther : 
(Follows Peter and pulls back his hood, and has a good look.) I agree with you Anna, I never forget a face! I was there when Jesus turned over the tables of the Temple salesmen. He caused a real rumpus. Money and animals everywhere.

Veronica :
You’re right. Our master was furious, but the crowd were really impressed, I was pretty impressed myself. That Jesus certainly has something special about him, he’s different that’s for sure. 
Leah :
Master is really rattled by him. Well they all are really. Look at them! They’re out to get him – and you! 

Peter :
You’ve got me mixed up with someone else. Just let me be.                    Second Cock crow
Caiaphas : 

Right, bring in the witnesses.  Let’s hear what they have to say?
Witnesses’ are brought up to the second level
Dathan :

Bring in the Witnesses!
Elizabeth : 
 
He talked to demons! 

Caiaphas : 

Is that so?
Elizabeth : 

 Then he killed a herd of pigs in Gadara.  

Caiaphas : 
 
Unbelievable!  Next.
Samuel : 

He taught his disciples to pick corn on the Sabbath. 

Caiaphas :
 
So? 

Samuel : 
 
His teaching is against our Holy Law.

Caiaphas : 
Yes, I know that.  Who do you think I am?  I can’t kill him for that.  Where did you get him from? Next.
Abigail  : 

Just the other day he caused a riot in the temple.

Caiaphas : 

Yes, I heard about this.  

Abigail : 

 He bullied everyone trying to make an honest living for themselves.

Caiaphas : 

And were you there trying to make an honest living too?
Abigail : 
 
Of course.

Caiaphas : 
Of course!  So no self-interest there then.  But the riot caused quite a stir Jesus.  Not a good thing with the Romans around now, is it?  Who is next?

Benjamin : 

I saw that nobody likes him. 

Caiaphas :
 
What? No one ?
Benjamin : 
 
Oh, yes.  Everyone hates him and wants rid of him.

Caiaphas : 
Would that it were true.  But that is part of our problem, you idiot.  Is there anyone reliable here to speak?
Naomi :  

He’s a liar and a troublemaker.

Caiaphas :

Tell me something I don’t know.

Naomi :  

He told us he would pull down the temple, and then build it better in 3 days.

Caiaphas : 

Ah, yes.  Now that is interesting.  So now what do you have to say?
Jesus :
My whole life has been about showing people the truth. But none of this is blasphemy, is it?

Another woman stands as she recognises the bystander, moves towards Peter

Veronica :
D’ you know, Esther, you’re right about this guy. You remember faces, I remember accents. He’s got that chunky Northern accent from Galilee, where that Jesus comes from. You are one of Jesus’ disciples aren’t you? I’d be worried if I were you. They’re after his blood; they’ll be after all of you soon.

Peter :
Leave me alone, woman. I’m just trying to keep warm. I’m sick of your pestering and jibbing. I’ve told you, I don’t know this ‘Jesus’ person you’re talking about.

Third Cock crow -  Peter leaves ashamed
 

Nathaniel :

Why do you break our laws and contradict the teaching of the prophets?

Jesus :
I have not come to abolish the law and the prophets. I have not come to abolish them but to fulfil them.

Annas : 
The question we really want you to answer is: Are you the Messiah, the Son of the Most High? (Silence)  I demand an answer. Are you the Son of God?

Jesus : 
(after a pause) You say I am. And you will see me again, sitting next to God and ruling.
All  tear clothes in outrage, cries of “liar!”, “The worst lie possible!”,  “Blasphemy!”, “How dare he!” Etc. etc. They spit, slap and punch Jesus.) 

Caiaphas :
We need no more.  He has spoken blasphemy.  We have all heard him.  Take him to Pilate, the Roman Governor. 
Peter returns
Peter :
He warned me it would happen, told me exactly how it would be, but I just didn’t believe him. If he’d have said anyone else I’d have thought otherwise. God, how those words haunt me now, how stupid they make me feel. If only I’d kept my mouth shut, if only I hadn’t been so full of myself, if only I’d had more courage. We all failed him in our own way. 

They’ll point at the others and say, “They abandoned him”

They’ll talk of Judas and say,  “He betrayed him” 

They’ll look at me and say, “He denied him”
Scene 5 - Jesus before Pilate

Pilate: 


So, Jesus, explain why have been brought to me.

Jesus: 


Don’t you know?  Didn’t they tell you when they brought me to you?

Pilate: 


I already know what they say.

Jesus: 


And?

Pilate: 
They say you’re dangerous.  You’re a mad man. That you claim to be the Son of God.  That you’re causing disruption amongst the masses.

Jesus: 


And what do you see?

Pilate: 


Seriously?  I’ve had you followed.  I know all about you.

Jesus: 


Really?

Pilate: 
When somebody gets thousands of followers, I need to know what they’re up to.

Jesus: 


And what am I up to?

Pilate: 
Nothing I need to worry about.  You tell people that God accepts everyone – doesn’t matter what they look like or where they come from.  Some of my men even choose to follow you. Sad, isn’t it?

Jesus: 


Sad that they know they’re valued in God’s sight?  

Pilate: 


Sad that they believe you’re God’s Son.  That’s what you say you are, isn’t it?

Jesus: 


You said it – not me.

Pilate: 


Don’t put words into my mouth.

Jesus: 


Not me – God!

Pilate: 


Whose God?  Mine or yours?

Jesus: 


Mine and yours.  

Pilate: 


One God, for all of us?
Jesus: 
I’m telling you the truth.  You might rule this world, but my kingdom is from another place.

Pilate: 


So you are a king then, are you?

Jesus: 


Oh yes!  It’s the whole reason why I was born.  I came to bring the truth.

Pilate: 


The truth?  Your truth or mine?

Jesus: 


God’s! 

Pilate: 


God’s?

Jesus: 


You look at the truth but do you really see it?

Pilate: 


What do you mean?

Jesus: 


Tell me, what do you see?

Pilate: 


I see a weak, helpless man.

Jesus: 


Look closer.

Pilate: 


I see a stubborn, wilful man, who is about to die for no good reason.

Jesus: 


Closer.

Pilate: 
I see a person who talks like he knows God. You talk with authority.  I’ve never heard anyone like you before.

Jesus: 


Have you ever really listened?
Pilate: 


Aren’t you scared of me Jesus?  I have power to put you to death.

Jesus: 


But you have no power to give me life.

Pilate: 


What?  You are alive.

Jesus:
By whose power?  Not yours.  If my father didn’t give it to you, you’d have no power at all.

Pilate: 


Are you trying to convert me, Jesus of Nazareth?

Jesus: 


To what?

Pilate: 
Stop this nonsense.  This is getting us nowhere.  You’re either crazy…or you’re a god.  And you’re no god.  I’ve wasted enough time with you.  

(He goes out to address the crowd on the lower level )

Pilate :
I find no reason for charging this man with anything.  Today is your special festival and as always I will release one prisoner.  Shall I release for you this King of the Jews?

Crowd:


We want Barabbas.  Release Barabbas.

Pilate:


Are you out of your minds?  He’s a murderer.

Crowd: 


(Chanting) Barabbas.  Barabbas.

Pilate: 


He kills Jews and Romans alike.

Crowd: 


(continue to chant).

Pilate: 

(To Jesus) You are all crazy.  I can’t release a killer.

( He gestures to guards to bring Jesus forward) 
Pilate:
I bring Jesus out to tell you I find no charge against him.  Look!  Look at him.  Look at the man.

Crowd: 


Crucify him! Crucify him! Crucify him! Crucify him!
Pilate: 


No! I find no charge against him. You will have to crucify him yourselves.  

Caiaphas: 
By law we can’t.  He claimed to be the Son of God and he must die.  You have to do it.  
Crowd: 


Crucify him! Crucify him! Crucify him! Crucify him!
Pilate: 
Give me strength!  (Walks back to throne)  Tell me, where do you come from?  (Silence) Answer me.  Where do you come from?  (Silence) Are you refusing to answer me?  I’ve told you before, I can take your life away like that!  I can release you, if you help me. (Silence) Or I can painfully sap your life away and crucify you.

Jesus: 
You have no power over me.  You have only what God has given you.  You can’t make me answer to you and you can’t stop an angry crowd.  What will you do?
Crowds chant again a mixture of “We want Barabbas” and “Crucify Him”
Pilate: 
(To crowd) What do you think you are doing?  I have an innocent man in custody.

Crowd: 


Crucify him!

Pilate: 


He is a leader.

Crowd: 


Crucify him!

Pilate: 


He can lead you to peace.

Crowd: 


Crucify him!

Annas :
He said he is a king.  How would Caesar react to another king in his land?  How would Caesar react to you?

Pilate: 


Here is your king!

Caiaphas :
 
We have no king but Caesar!

Crowd: 


We have no King but Caesar!

Pilate: 
Have what you want then.  I wash my hands of this.  I have nothing to do with it.  This is your choice.  Your decision.  Not mine.  His blood is not on my hands.  (To the guards) Take him to be crucified.

VT of Jesus being flogged.
Scene 6 – Via Dolorosa 
Jesus appears on the floor level with cross and an escort of soldiers. 
Barbers Adagio for Strings   William Orbit   is played

He manhandles the cross up onto the 1st level and across it. A crowd is lining the rear of the level.

Various mocking cries are heard. “What now King of the Jews” “Crucify him” “Ah he’s got what he deserved” etc.

John, along with Mary and Mary Magdalene are part of the crowd.
John :


Oh my Lord. What have they done to him? 

Mary :


What has happened to my son?

John :
The hour has come as he said it would. Everyone is mocking him, screaming insults. He is no longer a man: beaten and scourged he has become a laughing stock to be despised by all.

Magdalene :
My heart is broken. Like a cloud my hope disperses. I had hoped for good but evil comes. I had longed for light but darkness descends.

John :

I think you should both go. You will not be able to bear the sight of him.

Mary :

Don’t dare suggest I abandon my son. Where he is going, I will go too.

Other cries from the crowd as Jesus approaches his mother etc.

Mary :
My son, my son! Lord in heaven can you not see the tears I shed over my son’s pain. Look down from heaven and take notice.  Why do you close your eyes and ears to my sighs, my prayers?

Jesus stumbles and goes down onto his knees
Rebecca :

Rabbi, is this how they reward you? Please let him rest.

Longinus :

He can rest once he’s on his cross.

Rachel :

Master, how your face is covered with sweat and blood. She wipes his face.

Jesus :
Daughters of Jerusalem, weep not for me but for yourselves and your children.

Longinus :

Whips Jesus – Get moving. Don’t make me angry.
Choir sings           Above All
Jesus and soldiers etc. move up to 2nd level where the Priests and Pharisee’s are grouped and then on and up to final level. Whilst this has been going on the Crucifixion Team have been already raising the crosses with the two thieves on.  

As Jesus arrives at the top level music changes to 

Golgotha     David Fitzgerald
Scene 7 – Crucifixion 
Crucifixion Team nail Jesus to cross and then raise the cross.

Annas :
What is this sign. “This is Jesus of Nazareth. King of the Jews” This is a mockery, an affront to the Council and the entire people.

Dathan :

We cannot approve of this title.

Nathanial :

This inscription must be removed.

All :

Have it torn down.

Caiaphas :
We cannot do it. ( To Longinus ) I demand that you remove this sign or at least change it. He is not our King. Change it to read “I claim I am the King of the Jews”

Longinus :
What has been written, remains written. It was ordered to say that by the Governor.

Nathaniel :
So it remains. “King of the Jews” Well if you are the Messiah, come down from the cross so that we can see and believe.

Ezechial :
You who said you could tear down the Temple and in 3 days rebuild it, come on save yourself.
Caiaphas :

He helped others but cannot help himself. Hah!

Annas :

You trusted in God, so let God save you now, if he really loves.

Jesus :

Father forgive them for they know not what they do.

Right Thief :
Hey Jesus. If you are who you say you are. Come on show them. Show them your power, save yourself. Oh and us with you.

Left Thief :
Stop it. Show some respect. We deserve our punishment. We’re here because we have done wrong. This man has done no wrong. (To Jesus ) Lord, remember me when you come into your Kingdom.

Jesus :

Listen to me. I assure you, today you will be with me in Paradise.

Caiaphas :

See, he still acts as though he has power over the gates of paradise.

Jesus :

I am thirsty.

Longinus :

Give him a drink.

( A sponge on the end of a spear is offered to Jesus )

Jesus :

Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani? 

Ezechial :

Listen, he is calling for Elijah.

Dathan :

Wait. Let’s see if Elijah is coming to save him then.
Caiaphas :
He is not shouting for Elijah. He is screaming for God who has abandoned him.

Jesus :

Father, it is finished. Into your hands I commend my spirit. ( He dies )

Images of the Temple curtain being rent asunder are seen on the screens, sound effects of Thunder are heard. 

Choir sings     When I Survey The Wondrous Cross
Scene 8 - Burial
Jesus’ body is lowered by the Crucifixion Team, to a group led by Joseph of Arimethea and John. They now pass the body, wrapped in a white cloth down the levels and it is carried away at the bottom level.

Whilst this is happening the two thieves bodies are taken down and they are carried away along the second level.

The 3 Mothers remain on Stage

Mary :
It is finished. What is to become of him my Lord? Where are your angels now? My soul has been pierced as foretold long ago. My heart has been ripped from my breast. My son has been torn from my arms.
Right Thief Mother : 
My son has been torn from my arms. 

I always knew he'd come to a bad end. He was a disgrace to our family -just a common thief at the end and violent too-that poor old man he hit! He was the death of his father.  Jacob died of shame - I'm sure of it! Shame and sorrow at what his son had become. Well - it's over and done with now....

Left Thief Mother :
Well - it's over and done with now....
He is gone. My beautiful boy. Such promise when he was young and then, one bad decision, one moment’s madness and he was an outcast. I know he wanted to change, you see he knew he had done wrong, he wanted forgiveness, to put the past behind him. But he has ended up on a cross next to an innocent man. 

Right Thief Mother :
He has ended up on a cross next to an innocent man. 
Y'know when I saw him up there next to Rabbi Jesus, that good man, I felt confused. I couldn't think clearly couldn't hold onto my thoughts. They kept drifting away like smoke. Then...all I could see was a small, beautiful boy running - running

"Look Mama! Look! A flower...for you!" "Swing me up, Dad! Swing me up on your shoulder!"    laughing and laughing. I could feel his warm, soft, sleeping body  in my arms, hear again his little voice babbling to himself as he played and I wanted to run, run and pull him down from that cruel cross and hold him again in my arms... calm his fears and promise him the moon and stars. 
But it was already too late- he died , hating, with curses in his mouth and my heart broken. How could it end like this?
Mary :


How could it end like this?

How could a peaceful man be persecuted for speaking the truth. He spoke of love and reconciliation and you’ve treat him with contempt and abandoned him. How could you let this happen to your brother? How could you turn your gaze whilst crowds bay for his blood? You wanted to be by his side, with him you felt safe. So how could you stand by and do nothing. He cared for all of you, He saw you as his brothers, He loved you. Did my son suffer alone?

Left Thief Mother :
Did my son suffer alone? No I don’t think he did? I saw something of my boy as he used to be! The way he tried to protect that poor Jesus when the other criminal taunted him. The strength in his voice when he said “We are getting what we deserve for what we did; but he has done no wrong” and then “Remember me Jesus, when you become King” I listened intently when Jesus replied “I promise that today you will be with me in Paradise” and then I saw the look of absolute peace on my darling sons face.  
Can a mother ever feel peace when she watches her son die?

Mary :


Can a mother ever feel peace when she watches her son die?

The joy I once felt as I held him in my arms is long but a distant memory achingly fading as his life force drifts away with every gasp for breath.  Words have no meaning now, time has stood still, without him the sky pales to grey, the birds will sing no more. Be still, this is not what He would want. Is it your will that he be reunited with you so soon? 

I call to you Lord for strength. Let it be your will that he is treated with kindness and mercy.

Right Thief Mother :
I call to you Lord for strength. Let it be your will that he is treated with kindness and mercy.

Left Thief Mother : 
I call to you Lord for strength. Let it be your will that he is treated with kindness and mercy.

All Mothers :
I call to you Lord for strength. Let it be your will that he is treated with kindness and mercy.

Scene 9 – Resurrection 
Mary Magdalene, Rachel and Rebecca approach the Tomb entrance on the second level.

Rachel :


I can hardly bear to see him again.  I don’t know if I can go through with this.
Rebecca :

I know.  I can’t believe he’s – he’s dead.  Seeing his body will…
Rachel :


…make it real.

Rebecca : 
Yes. It seems like some horrible nightmare now, it doesn’t seem like 3 days ago but when I touch his body ...

Rachel :
But it has to be done, doesn’t it Mary, we have to bury him properly. Mary?

Magdalene :
I’m sorry. It’s  just... I can’t get over the fact that I’ll never see him again. Never hear his voice again. Never .......
Rachel :
Look come on, we’re nearly there now. Joseph was kind to let us use this place to rest his body. But who’s going to open the tomb for us? The three of us can’t roll away the stone. 

Magdalene :
Oh I hadn’t thought about that.
Rebecca :
Wait a minute !!! Something’s different. 

Rachel :
Someone’s moved the stone!

Magdalene :
Oh No! You don’t think they’ve taken him do you. NO! They couldn’t even let us grieve in peace.

Rachel and Rebecca run into the tomb, when they return, they are looking joyous
 Magdalene : 
What is it? What’s happened?
Rachel : 
It’s a miracle! The linen is lying there.

Rebecca :
 But is body is gone.
Magdalene : 
I don’t understand.  I don’t understand.

Rebecca : 
 Don’t you see?  The cloths are lying there untouched!
Magdalene : 
No.  What are you talking about?

Rachel : 
This is a sign to us. His body is gone but the cloths are still there untouched. Jesus is not here.  

Rebecca : 
He’s not here.  He is risen. Don’t you see Jesus is risen. 
Rachel :
Come on quick. We must go and tell our brothers. His disciples must know.

Rachel and Rebecca run off. Mary stays alone looking bewildered. Jesus appears from the side.

Jesus :
( just a voice off stage ) Woman, why are you crying?

Magdalene :
They have taken my Lord away and I don’t know where they have put him.

Jesus enters Stage left
Jesus :
Woman, why are you crying? Who is it that you are looking for?

Magdalene :
Are you the Gardener? If you’ve moved him or taken away his body please tell me. Please. Tell me and I’ll go and get him.

Jesus :
Mary.

Magdalene :
Teacher.

She moves to embrace him.
Jesus :
You can’t touch me yet. I’ve not yet gone back up to my Father. Go to my brothers and tell them that I am returning to him that is my Father and their Father, my God and their God. Remind them that I will meet with them in Galilee as I once told them.

Mary Magdalene exits stage left – Jesus stage right.

Mary Magdalene enters stage left
Magdalene :
Time has passed and we’re all still trying to come to terms with it all. It's difficult to describe. The sense of loss was so great, it overwhelmed me. Going to the tomb to anoint his body with spices was the one practical thing I could do at a time when everything seemed pointless. 

Entering the tomb and finding his body gone, just the empty robes left me in such despair I didn't know what to do. Sorrow filled my heart. I did not understand. But then to see Jesus again alive, real, hear him say my name! What joy filled my heart. It was indescribable, there are no words. I couldn't wait to go and tell the others to wait as he commanded. So we wait, we wait and hope, we wait and hope and pray.

Scene 10 – And Now Believe

The disciples enter chattering and join Mary Magdalene
Thomas: 
(Angry) You are all off your heads.  I saw him.  He was dead.

John: 
I know, Thomas.  I was with him at the end.  I watched him die.  I watched as they plunged the spear into his side.  I saw his blood. I saw him buried.
John : 
( together )  But we saw the tomb was empty.
Magdalene : 
( together )  But we saw the tomb was empty.

Thomas : 
Look, I can accept that they took the body.  I believe you that the tomb was empty.

Magdalene :  
But you don’t believe I saw him?  That I spoke with him?

Thomas : 
No.  No I don’t!

Magdalene : 
Why?  Because I’m emotional, because I’m still grieving?  

Thomas : 
No. That’s not the reason.
Magdalene :
 Why then, because you think I’m mad?  Didn’t Jesus teach you anything?

Thomas: 
Of course he did but you know me I’ve always been a practical man. I’ve always believed my own eyes. I believed he would never die and now that he has died I have so many doubts.
Peter :
 We all saw him Thomas.  He was here with us only the other day.
All Disciples :
He was Thomas. We saw him. It was wonderful !   ( all choose one of these )
Thomas : 
 It’s what you all wanted to see.  It’s because you think if you believe hard enough lies will become truth.  Dark will become light and our hopes weren’t hollow after all!

Peter : 
So what will it take, Thomas?  What will it take?

Thomas :  
You want to know?  Do you?  Right, I’ll tell you.  I want to see the holes in his feet and hands.  I want to put my hand in the hole in his side.  When I do that, then I’ll believe.

Jesus appears from behind Thomas

Jesus : 
Thomas!

Thomas :
 (not turning) No!

Jesus : 
Thomas!

Thomas : 
(still not turning) No! I don’t believe.

Jesus : 
Look at me Thomas.

Thomas turns

Jesus : 
Thomas, do you see my hands?  Come on, put your fingers on them.  Thomas, come on, put your hand into my side.

Thomas : 
You are my Lord and my God!

Jesus : 
And now you believe.  There will be so many who believe in me, who will never see me – and they will all be blessed because of it. When a man believes in me, he does not believe in me only, but in the one who sent me. When he looks at me, he sees the one who sent me. I have come into the world as a light, so that no one who believes in me should stay in darkness.

And I say to you all. If you see anyone hungry and feed them or you see anyone homeless and give them even, a cup of tea. Or if you see anyone who looks lost, who doesn’t fit in and you comfort them. Then you welcome me even though you don’t see.

Go now, out into the world and tell everyone the Good News.

The disciples all run down the steps and mingle with the crowd as a final message is displayed on the screens.
The End

 Or is it!

       Who do YOU say I am ?
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